
 

Village Council 
January 19, 2021 
Regular Meeting 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. To comply with pandemic directives by the State of Michigan, the 
meeting was conducted virtually, with only members of the Village Council attending in person. 

Members Present: Cueny1, Davis, Kiel2, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted by unanimous consent without amendment or objection. 

Election of Officers & Committee Assignments: 
Shannon made a motion, seconded by Davis, to retain the current slate of officers as 
follows: 

• Village President:   Dave Torgerson 

• Village Clerk:   Carol Shannon 

• Village Treasurer:   Charles Kiel 

• Village President Pro-Tempore: Robert Laraway 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Torgerson asked if anyone was interested in serving on the Planning Commission. He stated 
that Laraway has been serving in this role and had served on the Planning Commission 
before serving on the Village Council. Seeing no other members interested in serving on the 
Planning Commission, Torgerson asked Laraway if he would continue serving on the 
Planning Commission. Laraway agreed to the assignment and was appointed without 
objection. 

Torgerson asked if anyone was interested in being appointed to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. He asked Wolff to elaborate on the history of a Council member serving on the 
ZBA. Wolff stated that there are no requirements in state law, the Village Charter, or Village 
ordinances that require a Councilmember to serve on the ZBA. Due to several long-standing 
vacancies, the Council appointed Arnold Griffin several years ago so that the ZBA had 
enough members to conduct business. This appointment was seen as a stop-gap measure as 
there were no community members interested in serving at that time. Torgerson stated 
that he would like to appoint former Councilmember Jeff Grey to the ZBA.  There were no 
objections, and Grey was appointed to the remainder of a three-year term expiring on June 
30, 2023. 

 
1 Council member Cuney attended the meeting virtually from Bonita Springs, FL. 
2 Council member Kiel attended the meeting virtually from Sanibel, FL. 
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Torgerson asked for volunteers to serve on the Ad-hoc Street Committee formed last year 
and would be beginning work soon. After a brief discussion, Councilmembers Shannon, 
Davis, and Laraway were appointed to this Committee without objection, 

Torgerson asked for volunteers to serve on the Liaison Committee. After a brief discussion, 
members Cueny, Shannon, and Peavey were appointed to the Liaison Committee without 
objection. 

Consent Agenda: 
Kiel made a motion, which was seconded by Laraway, to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and 
Torgerson; NAYS: None. Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson welcomed new Councilmembers Davis and Peavey. He encouraged all the 
members to familiarize themselves with Robert’s Rules of Order as that is very helpful 
for maintaining an orderly flow of business during the meetings and ensuring that all 
members get a chance to speak on each item of business. 

2. Village Manager:  

Wolff reported to the Council on the Central Dispatch Calls for Service Report for 2020. 
As part of working on the comprehensive street report Wolff reported that Rowe PSC 
had been asked to update past project estimates for the following projects; 
Bishop/Seabury Paving, El Camino resurfacing (Coldwater to Iberian), Queens Way cape 
seal (Drew to El Camino), Clubhouse resurfacing (Coldwater to Birdie), and the Queens 
Way and El Camino pedestrian trail. 

Wolff reported on a Day Care approval on Duquesa, code enforcement violations, and 
permits for 2020. He discussed updating various zoning application forms for 2021. 

There was discussion about the Village’s 2010 F250 and the weight of the salt spreader. 
Peavey suggested that the Village look into purchasing suspension airbags from the 
Hitching Post to help assist the suspension when the vehicle is fully loaded. 

Torgerson asked if Wolff had any updates on the state’s review of dam safety 
regulations. Wolff stated that he expects the state to release recommendations in the 
near future and at the very least anticipated that High Hazard Dams will need to be 
inspected annually. He also said it is likely the design flood rating will be changed to 
require dams to handle larger water volumes. He noted that Michigan has one of the 
lowest design flood thresholds in the nation and that this would undoubtedly be part of 
the Task Force’s recommendations. 

3. LIPOA Report:  

The LIPOA Board of Directors did not meet in January, and no report was offered on 
behalf of the organization. 

Public Hearings: None 
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Public Comments: 

• Dave McGrath of Queens Way offered input on tree companies that he has do work at 
his home. He recommended that the Village contact F&K’s Tree Service. 

Existing Business: None 

New Business: 
1. Proposed Resolution 2021-01; Brush Dump Fees: 

Davis asked if the fee waiver applied to commercial operators in addition to residents. 

Kiel stated that the site is only open to property owners and village residents. If they 
have a contractor that needs to use the site for work done on their property, it is 
allowed, but not for work done outside the Village. 

Laraway made a motion, seconded by Cueny, to adopt Resolution 2021-01. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson; NAYS: None. 
Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

2. Proposed Resolution 2021-02; Permit Extensions: 

Davis made a motion, seconded by Shannon, to adopt Resolution 2021-02. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson; NAYS: None. 
Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

3. Proposed Resolution 2021-03; Designation of Signers: 

The Council discussed the number of signers needed on various accounts. After a brief 
discussion, the list of signers on Resolution 2021-02 was listed as follows: 

Village President:   Dave Torgerson 

Village Clerk:   Carol Shannon 

Village Treasurer:   Charles Kiel 

Village President Pro-Tempore: Robert Laraway 

Councilmember:   Al Davis 

Laraway made a motion, seconded by Peavey, to adopt Resolution 2021-03 with the list 
of signers agreed to and obtaining signature stamps for Shannon and Laraway. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson; NAYS: 
None. Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

4. Proposed Parks & Rec Master Plan RFP: 

The Council reviewed the draft RFP to develop a Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
Wolff reviewed the RFP and discussed the intent of the project is to develop a plan that 
would meet the certification requirements of the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources. This would allow the Village to pursue grant opportunities for projects. 

Laraway asked to have community gardens included in the list of ideas that are listed in 
the RFP. 

There was a discussion about the design and location of non-motorized trails. Cueny 
asked if the trail would allow golf carts to get from one side of the lake to the other. 



January 19, 2021, Village Council minutes Page 4 of 5 

 
Wolff replied that the trails that have been discussed in the past were focused on non-
motorized uses and that golf carts would not be permitted on those types of pathways. 

The Council discussed the desire for trails to be set back and apart from the roadway, 
rather than placing them on an improved shoulder area. 

As part of this project, Wolff is recommending that a Steering Committee be formed to 
help work with the Village and the selected consultant in the process. He stated he 
would hope to get several community members and a representative from the LIPOA.  

The Council directed Wolff to proceed with the RFP and to begin the outreach efforts to 
get community involvement for a Committee. 

5. January 26th Liaison Committee Meeting Agenda Items: 

Wolff stated he has reached out to the LIPOA about the next scheduled meeting of the 
Liaison Committee but has not received a reply. Wolff suggested that the Parks and 
Recreation RFP be discussed so that any questions from the LIPOA could be addressed. 

Torgerson asked that there be a discussion about the dam and if the LIPOA is monitoring 
the state’s Dam Safety Task Force. 

Peavey suggested that the issue of weeds and dredging be discussed.  

Wolff stated he would reach out again to the LIPOA about the meeting and hopefully 
have a date for these issues to be discussed in the near future. 

6. Village Auditor: 

Wolff asked for feedback regarding the Village’s audit agreement. The Village is in a 
year-to-year relationship, and he is recommending no change in auditors for 2020-21. 
Kiel was supportive and expressed his hope that the auditors would renew at the same 
rate as the 2019-20 audit. 

7. Dump Trailer Quotes: 

Wolff presented several options for purchasing a dump trailer for DPW use. Wolff 
reported that from contacting several dealers in Michigan, inventory is low, and orders 
may take up to six months.  

Peavey and Davis both recommended that the maximum length be twelve feet. Peavey 
also suggested inquiring with Lakeside Trailers. 

Wolff stated that he feels the most significant needs are taller sides and thicker steel for 
the bottom. He discussed the primary need for hauling downed tree limbs to the DPW 
property. 

There was further discussion, and Wolff was asked to return with new options based on 
the discussion regarding size and steel thickness. 

Public Comments: None 

Council Comments: 
Kiel asked if there was any news about the side-by-side that broke through the ice over the 
weekend. Wolff stated that the recovery crew was able to get it out earlier in the day. 



January 19, 2021, Village Council minutes Page 5 of 5 

 
Adjournment: 

With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 8:15 PM. 
 
 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 



 

Village Council 
February 23, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. To comply with pandemic directives by the State of Michigan, the 
meeting was conducted virtually, with only the Village Council members in Michigan attending 
in person. 

Members Present: Cueny1, Davis, Kiel2, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted by unanimous consent without amendment or objection. 

Consent Agenda: 
Laraway made a motion, which was seconded by Davis, to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and 
Torgerson; NAYS: None. Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson expressed his sympathy for Deputy Village Manager Jessica Manley, who 
recently experienced a close friend's passing.  

With the Council’s consent, the following individuals were appointed to the Village’s 
Park’s Steering Committee: 

• Holle Angellotti 

• Ashleigh Crowley 

• Holli Crowley 

• Pete Dambrosio 

• Jaime Griffis 

• Todd Haggart 

• Zachary Kipfmiller 

• David McGrath (Village Representative) 

• Fernando Terreros (LIPOA Representative) 

2. Village Manager:  

Wolff reported to the Council on the Dam Safety Task Force. There was discussion 
regarding the need to discuss this with the LIPOA at the next Liaison Committee 

 
1 Council member Cuney attended the meeting virtually from Bonita Springs, FL. 
2 Council member Kiel attended the meeting virtually from Sanibel, FL. 
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meeting. Wolff stated that he would like to have both organizations form a workgroup 
focused on working with the Village’s State Rep. and State Senator on the 
recommendations. Cueny stated that the Drain Commissioner should also be part of 
that workgroup. 

Sherman Township Trustee Jeff Grey provided an update to the Village on the Fire 
Department and efforts to replace the light rescue rig. 

Wolff also asked if there were objections or concerns with scheduling fireworks for 
2021? There were no objections from the Council about having fireworks this year on 
July 3rd. Wolff asked if there were concerns with budgeting between $12,500 and 
$15,000 for the show. There was consensus that in light of not having a show in 2020 
and the number of limitations people have experienced with Covid, it would be nice to 
do a larger show even if the Village had to cover more of the expenses.  

3. LIPOA Report:  

Jeff Grey discussed the most recent LIPOA meeting and the permit application for fixing 
the boat launch at Birch Park. 

Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments: None 

Existing Business:  
1. Dump Trailer Purchase: 

The Council viewed proposals from US27 Motorsports and Beck’s Trailers for the same 
trailer. Wolff reported that inventory is an issue for both dealers, and the trailers 
presented are roughly the same model from each vendor.  He requested the Council 
approve a purchase from either and not to exceed $8,000. 

Kiel made a motion, seconded by Cueny, to purchase a twelve-foot-long dump trailer 
from either US27 Motorsports or Beck’s Trailers in an amount not to exceed $8,000. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson; 
NAYS: None. Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

2. Village Auditor: 
Kiel made a motion, seconded by Cueny, to retain the Village’s auditor Roslund Prestage 
& Company for the 2020-21 Audit. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, 
Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson; NAYS: None. Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

New Business: 
1. Proposed Resolution 2021-04; Broomfield Fire Protection Special Assessment Annual 

Renewal: 

Peavey asked if the Special Assessment was new or the same thing was done in the past. 
Wolff replied that the Special Assessment District has been in place since 2000 and is 
required to be renewed annually. He stated that the Resolution begins the annual 
renewal at the same rate of 1 Mill that has been historically levied and sets a public 
hearing for the second Resolution to make the 1 Mill levy for 2021. 
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Cueny made a motion, seconded by Peavey, to adopt Resolution2021-04. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson; NAYS: None. 
Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

2. Redevelopment Ready Communities 2.0: 

The Council reviewed the changes made to the Redevelopment Ready Communities 
Program. After a brief discussion, the Council affirmed the Village’s desire to remain in 
the program and pursue the Essential level certification. 

3. Updated Goals & Priorities: 

Torgerson stated he feels the strategy of “Ordinance Enforcement” should be focused 
on law enforcement coverage. 

Cueny requested that the survey also be sent to at least the Planning Commission so 
their views can be included. 

Wolff said he would work on a survey and send it out to everyone in advance of the next 
meeting. He stated that with four new Council members, the time is appropriate to 
review and adjust the goals and priorities if needed. 

Public Comments: None 

Council Comments: 
Torgerson asked that when organizing the Parks Committee, to emphasize that our work is 
not meant to compete with the LIPOA. 

Wolff informed the Council that he had decided to seek election to the Board of Directors 
for HomeWorks Tri-County. 

The Council discussed the MML Capital Conference on March 16th. The Council decided that 
it would be best to change the March meeting to 9 AM so that once the meeting was done, 
those who wanted to participate in the MML’s Capital Conference rather than meet that 
evening after the conference. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 8:26 PM. 

 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

Village Council 
March 16, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9 AM by Village President Torgerson. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. To comply with pandemic directives by the State of Michigan, the 
meeting was conducted virtually, with only the Village Council members in Michigan attending 
in person. 

Members Present: Cueny1, Davis, Kiel2, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
Torgerson requested that a proposed permit and fireworks contract with Freedom 
Fireworks be added to the agenda as New Business #4. There were no objections to the 
addition of this item on the agenda. 

Consent Agenda: 
Davis made a motion, which was seconded by Laraway, to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and 
Torgerson; NAYS: None. Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Discussed the work done by staff to prepare the RPF and help organize the planning 
process for the Parks & Recreation Master Plan. 

2. Village Manager:  
Wolff reported that the Village had used about 160 hours of our 200 hours in the 2021 
contract with Malley. He also reported that HomeWorks is using the Village’s DPW 
property as a staging area for the Fiber build-out that is approaching the Village.  The 
LIPOA is also using the DPW property for staging equipment for the repairs to be done 
at South Park to the seawall. 

Security at the Village Hall was discussed. Wolff has been in contact with OpenPath and 
their local vendor in Lansing and has an estimate for what it would cost to convert the 
doors at the Village Hall to their system. Council members voiced concern over only 
doing the doors as the window at the front counter is still a vulnerable location. Wolff 
stated he agreed with that assessment but would prefer to remove the plexiglass barrier 
once the pandemic is over rather than replace it with a more permanent glass barrier. 

3. LIPOA Report:  
No report was provided. 

 
1 Council member Cuney attended the meeting virtually from Bonita Springs, FL. 
2 Council member Kiel attended the meeting virtually from Sanibel, FL. 
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Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments: 

• Peter Gilgen of Clubhouse Drive stated that he did not have any questions but could join 
the meeting virtually and wanted to see what business items were being considered. 

Existing Business:  
1. Duquesa Road Purchase: 

The Council continued its discussion from the fall regarding the purchase of Duquesa 
Road outside of the Village. The Council has given direction to the Village Manager on 
the parameters that he could negotiate with the property owner. Wolff asked for the 
Council to revisit those parameters in light of the Council having new members. 

Kiel stated that he would not be in favor of purchasing more than just the road. 

Cueny stated that he could see the property owner's logic in including the property to 
the east of the road on the southern parcel. 

Wolff stated that the area to the east of the road on the southern parcel would roughly 
double the acreage of the transaction. 

Torgerson stated that acquiring the road is important as it provides a second means of 
accessing the community's west side. 

Wolff reported that he would be meeting with the property owner later in the week and 
would explore options if the owner was willing to negotiate. 

2. Updated Goals & Priorities: 
The Council reviewed the proposed changes to the Village’s Mission & Vision one-pager. 
Wolff also discussed applying to host a Fellow from the Community Economic 
Development Association of Michigan at the cost of six thousand dollars. He discussed 
the impact that this position could have in implementing the Parks & Recreation Master 
Plan, RRC, and zoning ordinance update. The Council was supportive of Wolff applying 
to host a Fellow. 

The Council also discussed public safety as one of the goals. There was a discussion over 
possible funding options. Wolff reported that the State of Michigan has recently 
announced the tax revenue sharing amount for each marijuana business for 2020. That 
amount was roughly twenty-eight thousand dollars per business. Wolff stated that in his 
report on policing options, among the options that he will present for the Council to 
consider if additional funding is needed for starting a part-time police department 
would be marijuana revenue sharing. There were questions from the Council regarding 
whether tax sharing applied to both medical and recreational marijuana businesses or 
only to recreational facilities. 

Peavey stated that the Village’s zoning is very restrictive. He said that he is opposed to 
any change that would make it easier for a marijuana business to enter the community 
than other businesses. 

Laraway made a motion, which was seconded by Davis, to adopt the proposed updated 
Mission & Vision one-pager. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 
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3. Parks & Recreation Plan Proposals: 

The Council reviewed the recommendation made by the Village’s Steering Committee.  
The Committee is recommending that MSCA be awarded the project. The Committee 
felt that the proposals from LAP + Creative, Rowe PSC, and MCSA were all excellent and 
would like to partner with a firm that can give the community a fresh look at parks and 
the community's structure. 

Cueny made a motion, seconded by Peavey, to award the Parks & Recreation Master 
Plan project to MSCA of East Grand Rapids. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, 
Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson; NAYS: None. Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

New Business: 
1. Proposed Resolution 2021-05; 2013 Bond Refinancing: 

The Council reviewed proposed Resolution 2021-05, which would authorize a 
refinancing of the Village’s one outstanding bond. The refinancing would take funds 
from the Village’s fund balance and pay down the debt, resulting in a shorter time 
period for the remaining debt and a lower interest rate. 

Cueny made a motion, seconded by Kiel, to adopt Resolution 2021-05. ROLL CALL VOTE: 
YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson; NAYS: None. 
Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

2. Traffic Control Order 2021-01; Parkview & Circle Drive: 

The Council reviewed proposed TCO 2021-01, which would replace the Yield Signs on 
Circle Drive at Parkview Drive with Stop Signs. Wolff reported that the Village was 
contacted by a Parkview Drive resident requesting the change due to vehicles failing to 
observe the current signs at the intersection. 

Laraway stated he visited the intersection and supports the change as the visibility from 
Circle Drive is limited due to trees and terrain. 

Davis made a motion, seconded by Laraway, to adopt Traffic Control Order 2021-01. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson; 
NAYS: None. Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

3. MDOT Category B Grant Project: 
The Council reviewed two possible projects to where the Village could see funding from 
MDOT’s Category B program. Wolff presented a resurfacing of Clubhouse Drive from 
Coldwater Road to Birdie Drive and a resurfacing of El Camino Grande from Coldwater 
Road to the western intersection of Iberian as the two options.  

After a brief discussion, the Council indicated that the El Camino Grande project would 
be the preferred option for seeking funding. 

Kiel asked if adding a bike path in the right-of-way is a project that could be included in 
the grant application.  Wolff stated that a bike path is not an eligible project under 
Category B as the project must be related to maintaining the existing street network. 

4. 2021 Fireworks Permit & Contract: 
Kiel made a motion, which was seconded by Shannon, to approve the permit and 
contract with Freedom Fireworks for Independence Day fireworks on July 3rd for 
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fourteen thousand dollars. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, 
Shannon, and Torgerson; NAYS: None. Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

Public Comments:  

• Peter Gilgen of Clubhouse Drive stated that he would like to see pickleball courts as part 
of a Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

Council Comments: 
Kiel asked if any progress was being made on transferring ownership of the airport to the 
pilots. Wolff reported that he has a virtual meeting scheduled with MDOT on March 23rd 
and that he has invited Councilmember Davis and Airport Manager Courser to be at the 
meeting. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 10:10 AM. 

 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

Village Council 
April 20, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The Village provided a virtual option to allow community members to 
participate in the meeting without having to be physically present due to the ongoing 
pandemic. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Cueny1, Davis, Kiel2, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting Agenda was accepted without objection or amendment. 

Virtual Meetings: 
The Village Council reviewed the Resolution adopted by Isabella County, declaring a local 
state of emergency. Wolff provided a synopsis of the issue for the Council’s consideration. 
He stated that as of March 31, 2021, the ability to hold virtual meetings was restricted by 
the Open Meetings Act to just a few permissible reasons. The legislative body of a local unit 
of government could declare a local state of emergency to allow virtual meetings, which 
would allow all public bodies of the organization to meet virtually.  

He reported that the Council could approve a motion recognizing the Resolution of Isabella 
County and allow that to be the determination for the Village.  He stated that the Council 
could adopt a Resolution of its own that could be done in conjunction with the County’s 
Resolution. This would be a more formal embrace of the declaration of Isabella County.  

Wolff stated that both the Village’s legal counsel and the Michigan Municipal League are 
advising communities in counties where a county-wide emergency declaration has been 
declared to adopt a local resolution or ordinance recognizing the county-wide status. 
Another option he discussed was the adoption of an Emergency Ordinance. Or, he stated 
the Council could elect to take no action. 

Wolff reported that Lake Isabella is a Home Rule Village and is governed by the Village 
Charter, enacted under the Home Rule Village Act (HRV).  The HRV requires that the Village 
Charter provide for “the public peace and health, and for the safety of persons and 
property.” (MCL 78.23f) In reviewing the Village’s Charter, it is his opinion that one of the 
ways that the statutory requirement is covered is by Section 7.04, “Emergency Ordinances.” 
The Charter states that “an emergency ordinance may be enacted to meet a public 
emergency affecting life, health, property, or the public peace.” Based on this, it is his 
opinion that the most appropriate course of action for the Council, if any action is taken, 
would be an Emergency Ordinance adopted according to the Village Charter. 

 
1 Council member Cuney attended the meeting virtually from Bonita Springs, FL. 
2 Council member Kiel attended the meeting virtually from Sanibel, FL. 
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Torgerson stated that in his opinion, he feels if any action is taken, the local Emergency 
Ordinance would be the most appropriate, and consistent with the Charter. 

Shannon stated that she feels that this approach is the most consistent with the Home Rule 
Village Act and Village Charter. 

Peavey asked if any action was required to be taken by the Council.  There was further 
discussion that recognized the Village Council as the entity that sets the determination for 
the entire organization and that if the Council did not act, the other public bodies of the 
Village could not hold virtual meetings. 

Details of an emergency ordinance were discussed, Wolff reported that if the Council opts 
to adopt an Emergency Ordinance, it would automatically stand repealed on June 19, 2021, 
or earlier if the County terminates its state of emergency. 

Members discussed the desire to continue to meet in person but understood that 
numerous variables could require an individual or individuals to miss a meeting due to 
adherence to isolation and quarantine requirements.  

There was also a discussion about the current level of vaccines and the pause in the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine as grounds to support allowing a short-term continuation of virtual 
meetings. 

Laraway made a motion, seconded by Davis, to adopt Emergency Ordinance #1, which 
declares a sixty-day state of emergency in Lake Isabella to allow for virtual meetings. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Davis, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0-0. 

With the adoption of Emergency Ordinance #1, members Cueny and Kiel were allowed to 
participate in the meeting from this point forward. 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Davis, seconded by Kiel, to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and 
Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson thanked the ZBA and Planning Commission for their recent work and all of 
their work that is reflected in the previous year’s activity contained in the Planning & 
Zoning Report. 

2. Village Manager:  
Wolff provided a report to the Village Council on several items. He discussed the bond 
closing that occurred earlier in the day to refinance the Village’s debt. He provided the 
Council with a draft copy of a Newsletter that will be going out shortly. He discussed 
several unique development projects which people have recently inquired about. These 
include the possibility of developing shipping container homes, a pharmacy, and various 
uses for the Isabella Pellet property now that it has been sold. 

Wolff also discussed that the Planning Commission would likely get a Site Plan request 
from the Little Flower Barn at its May meeting to formally have the wedding barn be 
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reclassified as an Assembly Hall, which would allow for hosting of events beyond just 
weddings. He reported that the Barn is planning to host Prom for both Beal City and 
Chippewa Hills this spring. 

Cueny stated that the owners of the Wedding Barn are aware that their approvals from 
the Village are limited to weddings and that the Planning Commission needs to be aware 
that the Barn is violating the past approvals that have been granted. 

Torgerson stated that this seems similar to the Village’s experience with the Pellet 
Factory. He stated that the ownership of the factory continually did not fulfill their 
obligations, repeatedly asked for changes, and ultimately forced the Village to pursue 
litigation to resolve the matter. 

Laraway asked for additional feedback from members of the Council to share with the 
Planning Commission when this matter is on the Agenda. 

Shannon voiced concern that this appears to be a pattern with businesses disregarding 
the approvals granted by the Village and cannot go unaddressed. 

Davis asked if the owner of the Wedding Barn understands that violating the existing 
approvals jeopardizes all past approvals made by the Village.  

Laraway stated that he did not object to the Barn hosting these two events as it allows 
kids to have an experience that might otherwise be denied due to Covid, but agrees that 
the manner in which these events were scheduled is concerning. 

Peavey stated this is similar to the color issue that the Planning Commission considered 
earlier this month, in that the owners are doing what they want without consideration 
to the way they have represented that project in the past to the Village. 

Torgerson stated that he would likely support expanding the use to more than just 
weddings; however, that manner that the ownership is going about these changes 
makes it very difficult to support future changes. 

Shannon stated that this matter needs to be addressed and that the Village would be 
sorry if we did not act now. 

3. LIPOA Report:  
Grey reported that the LIPOA had put the 5k, annual picnic, and annual meeting on hold 
due to Covid. He reported that the LIPOA had not made any further progress on 
developing a dredging plan. 

Public Hearings: 
1. Resolution 2021-06: Broomfield Township Fire Special Assessment Annual Renewal – 

Confirmation of Special Assessment Roll: 
Torgerson opened a Public Hearing for proposed Resolution 2021-06 at 7:45 PM. 

Public Comment: None 

There was a brief discussion regarding the map of the Special Assessment District that 
was provided in the packet and whether the property at River and Coldwater was in the 
Village. 

Torgerson closed the Public Hearing at 7:48 PM. 
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Laraway made a motion, seconded by Davis, to adopt Resolution 2021-06. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

2. Resolution 2021-07; Sale of Village Own Property: 
Torgerson opened a Public Hearing for proposed Resolution 2021-07 at 7:50 PM. 

Laraway stated that his daughter is an adjacent owner to one of the lots being 
considered for sale by this Resolution and stated that he would abstain from discussion 
or voting on the matter as she is interested in purchasing the lot. There were no 
objections to Laraway abstaining. 

Public Comment: None 

Torgerson closed the Public Hearing at 7:51 PM. 

Davis stated he is concerned about selling the lot on Sandtrap, even with a deed 
restriction, as that lot needs to stay undeveloped for the runway. He asked if the pilots 
at the airport had been consulted on the possible sale. 

Cueny stated that a deed restriction would run with the land. With the Village being the 
enforcing entity, it would be impossible to build a structure without zoning approval 
from the Village. 

Shannon made a motion, seconded by Peavey, to adopt Resolution 2021-07. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None; 
ABSTAINING: Laraway MOTION CARRIED 6-0-1. 

Public Comments: 

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive stated that as a former Planning Commission member, he 
could verify that the Little Flower Barn was told multiple times that the Village’s 
approval was limited to wedding events and that the Village should hold him 
accountable for operating beyond those approvals. 

• Ed Bayless of Essex Drive voiced concern with a new home on Ann Street that is being 
marketed as having less than 1,200 square feet. He also discussed the Wedding Barn’s 
expansion of use should be addressed and that the owner needs to operate within the 
approvals granted by the Village. 

• Dave McGrath of Queens Way stated that he hopes the Village will continue to pursue 
purchasing Duquesa Road. 

Existing Business:  
1. Duquesa Road Purchase: 

Wolff provided an update to the Council on his meeting with the owner of Duquesa 
Road. He stated that the owner has not offered a price for just the road and would like 
to sell all of his property in the area. Wolff reported that he would continue to stay in 
contact with the property owner in the hopes of getting a price for just the road. 

2. Lake Isabella Cal Brewer Memorial Airport Transfer of Ownership Plan: 
Wolff reported that on March 23rd, he had a conference call with MDOT; also present 
were our Airport Manager Tom Courser, and Councilmember Al Davis. The call was to 
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conceptually discuss transferring ownership of the airport from the Village to the pilots. 
On MDOT’s end, they indicated that they would be comfortable with the transfer before 
our grant obligations expire as long as the pilots agree to the fulfillment of operating the 
airport as a public airport until the 20 year grant period is up. 

Wolff requested that the Council approve the following next steps in the process of 
transferring ownership to the pilots: 

• Engaging our attorney to draft an agreement, including working with the pilots 
to form an LLC that could be on the receiving end of the transaction. 

• Cracksealing the runway in the fall of 2021. 

• Negotiating an annual amount to contract with the owners to maintain the 
airport as a public facility until the end of our grant obligation in 2024. 

Davis stated that, in his opinion, it was a positive meeting and MDOT was receptive to 
the ownership transfer. 

Torgerson and Shannon stated that they feel it is important to continue moving forward 
in the process. 

Kiel voiced concern over the cost and asked if the least costly option for the Village 
would be to do nothing. Wolff stated that the Village could do nothing and opt to close 
the airport at the end of the grant period. However, he stated that he did not 
recommend that course of action as he feels the proper thing to do would be to transfer 
ownership and provide the best opportunity for the future owner to continue operating 
the facility. 

Torgerson stated that he feels the crack sealing is needed and should be done to keep 
the runway safe. 

Peavey asked about what could happen in the future if ownership is transferred, and 
then the new owner decides to close the facility after the close of the current grant 
period.  

Davis replied that the pilots who use the airport would like to see it in operation for as 
long as possible and would be interested in finding a way to increase use at the facility. 

Torgerson discussed the history of the airport and noted that since the passing of Cal 
Brewer, there had not been a Fixed Based Operation to support activity at the airport. 

The Council did not object to Wolff moving forward with the next steps in the transfer 
process. 

New Business: 
1. Isabella County Board of Public Works Water System Testing Proposal: 

The Council reviewed a proposal from the Isabella County Board of Public Works to 
enter into a contractual agreement to handle daily sampling of the water system for two 
or three days per week. 

Cueny voiced concerns over the wording in the proposed agreement that made the 
Village responsible for any errors in the sampling. 
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Torgerson discussed the history of the water system and past discussions with the 
County about the system. He stated that in his opinion, all talks involving the water 
system need to include Gilmore Park. 

Wolff stated that the Gilmore Park provision is in the Village’s Master Plan. A significant 
issue with the water system is expanding the service area to generate sufficient revenue 
to operate independently. 

The Council took no action on the request from the Board of Public Works. 

2. 2020 Planning & Zoning Annual Report: 
The Village Council received the report and thanked the Planning Commission and 
Zoning Board of Appeals for their work in 2020. 

3. 2021 Lake Patrol Agreement: 
Kiel made a motion, seconded by Davis, to approve the proposed contract with Isabella 
County for Lake Patrols in 2021. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, 
Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

4. 2021-22 Fire Coverage Contract: 
Wolff reported that the Fire Department had not submitted a proposed contract for 
coverage yet. 

5. Planning Commission ZBA Appointment: 

Without objection, John Dauffenbach was appointed to serve as the Planning 
Commission representative to the ZBA. 

6. Liaison Committee Agenda Items & Meeting Date: 
In light of the last meeting being held in March, the Council agreed that they were 
comfortable with the next meeting being held in May, not April. 

7. Lake Isabella Public Safety Services Report: 
The Village Council received a report from Village Manager Wolff detailing public safety 
services in the community and various options if the Council wanted to add service. 

Davis suggested one thing that could be explored is sharing a person with another 
municipality such as Rosebush. 

Cueny stated a main concern of his is the added liability exposure to the Village if the 
Village created its own police department. 

Shannon discussed her history of working with police in schools. 

Torgerson stated that in his view, the Village creating a police department is a non-
starter. He stated that a dedicated coverage agreement would be the long-term desired 
outcome, but an optional overtime agreement with the Sheriff could be a starting point. 

Peavey stated that an additional option would be to look at targeted coverage periods, 
similar to the lake patrol agreement, and build on that to propose a dedicated 
agreement to the community as a 2022 ballot proposal. 

There was a discussion about creating a Community Policing Task Force similar to the 
direction that is underway with the Parks & Recreation Master Plan. 
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Torgerson stated that he was happy the report was done and thanked Wolff for his 
research. Torgerson stated that this provides the Council with good data to engage the 
community on this topic. 

Public Comments:  

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive stated that the Village needs to start somewhere with police 
and that one other option would be to look at splitting a full-time position with Barryton 
and Morley or even look to contract with the DNR. 

Council Comments: 
Shannon congratulated Wolff on his selection to be part of the 2021 Michigan Infrastructure 
Council (MIC) Asset Management Champion Program. This is a statewide cohort of 
individuals who will help strengthen and champion best practices for asset management 
across Michigan’s infrastructure. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 9:39 PM. 

 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
  



 

Village Council 
May 18, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Cueny, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: Davis 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted without amendment or modification. 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Laraway, which was seconded by Kiel, to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and 
Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson stated that he was looking forward to Wolff’s presentation on the 
unbuildable lots in his report. 

2. Village Manager:  
Wolff covered a couple of recent street maintenance projects that were completed. He 
also discussed permits and Code Enforcement. 

History of Unbuildable Lots 

3. LIPOA Report:  
Grey discussed the most recent meeting of the LIPOA Board of Directors. Grey stated 
that he presented information to the Board on dredging equipment that could be 
acquired by the Association to do maintenance dredging in-house. Peavey discussed the 
equipment and stated that it could handle roughly 300 cubic yards a day. Grey stated 
that he feels only a handful of LIPOA Board members seemed interested in the 
information and is concerned that their leadership is not serious about developing a 
dredging plan for the lake. 

Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments: 

• Eric & Kim Pluff of Southport Drive discussed concerns regarding activity on the property 
across the cover from their house near Mini Park. They discussed camping on the 
property, barking dogs, a porta-john on the property, and garbage around the trailers at 
the property. 
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• Sherman Twp. Trustee Jeff Grey reported that the Township plans to split voting into 

two precincts for future elections, with Lake Isabella being its own precinct. He also 
reported that as of the last election, most voters in the Township were located in the 
Village portion of the Township. 

Existing Business:  
1. 2021-22 Fire Coverage Contract: 

A motion was made by Kiel, which was seconded by Laraway, to approve the proposed 
contract with the Nottawa-Sherman Fire Department for service to the Village’s 
Broomfield Twp. area. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, 
and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

New Business: 
1. Resolution 2021-08; MDOT Category B Funding Application: 

A motion was made by Kiel, which was seconded by Shannon, to approve Resolution 
2021-08, which is required for the Village’s application for funding from MDOT’s 
Category B program. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, 
and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

2. Resolution 2021-09; House Bill 4722: 
A motion was made by Kiel, which was seconded by Shannon, to approve Resolution 
2021-09, which authorizes the Village Manager to lobby on behalf of the Village in 
opposition to HB 4722, which, if adopted, would preempt local control over short-term 
rentals. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. 
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

3. Liaison Committee Agenda Items: 
The Council discussed meeting at 3 PM on June 1st for the next installment of the Liaison 
Committee. Further discussion occurred, and it was agreed to propose creating a 
dredging task force of Village, LIPOA, and Community members. 

4. Introduction of Proposed 2021-22 Budget and Capital Improvement Plan: 
Wolff introduced the proposed 2021-22 Budget and Capital Improvement Plan. The 
budget will be referred to the Finance Committee before holding a Public Hearing at the 
June meeting. 

Public Comments:  

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive stated that the budget needs to include new chairs for the 
public, as the current chairs in the meeting room are very uncomfortable. 

Council Comments: 

• Peavey asked if Tri-County was planning to bore the fiber lines in the Village. Wolff 
stated that his understanding from what has been shared by the project team. 

• Torgerson discussed the need to have a backup plan for the office. With staff required 
to isolate or quarantine due to Covid exposure, the Village has been short-staffed for 
most of the past month. There was discussion among the Council about including hours 
for the Code Enforcement position to cover the office as needed. Additional 
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conversation among the Council occurred about long-term staffing needs and potential 
changes ahead for the organization. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 9:22 PM. 

 
 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

Village Council 
June 15, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted without amendment or modification. 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Laraway, which was seconded by Kiel, to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, 
and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson nominated the following individuals for terms on boards and committees: 

• Three-year term on the Planning Commission, beginning July 1, 2021: Mike Simon. 

• Three-year term on the Planning Commission, beginning July 1, 2021: Farzad 
Tafreshi. 

• Three-year term on the Zoning Board of Appeals, beginning July 1, 2021: Angela 
Schofield. 

• Three-year term on the Board of Ethics, beginning July 1, 2021: Aaron Dore 

The Council discussed how to fill the remaining vacancy on the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
After a brief discussion, Peavey volunteered to serve on the ZBA for the Village Council. 
Torgerson thanked Peavey for taking on that duty and nominated him to fill the 
remaining vacancy on the ZBA until the next Organizational Meeting of the Village 
Council after the 2022 General Election. 

The Council accepted the nominations and thanked all for their service to the 
community. 

Torgerson then went on to thank Manager Wolff for the work on the budget. He stated 
that he has lived at Lake Isabella for over fifty years, and the community has been lucky 
so far that there have been no major natural disasters to strike the community. He 
shared his view that the Village cannot keep providing the same level of services to 
meet the needs of a growing community on 1 Mill.  

Torgerson stated that he feels the Village is at a tipping point with funding needs as the 
community continues to grow. Additional funds are needed for policing, roads, trails, 
and even addressing the gypsy moth problem that has surfaced this year. He suggested 
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an additional 3 Mills to help meet the funding needs for the items discussed and would 
like to have Council members help sell the need to the community. 

2. Village Manager:  
Wolff reported on Code Enforcement, Permits, and street maintenance. He discussed 
that the Village’s crack sealing contractor would be in the Village by the end of the 
month. Wolff also reported on the continued inquiries made to the Village Hall about 
gypsy moths. There was discussion among the Council, focused on determining if any of 
the people that have voiced concern may be interested in leading a Special Assessment 
process to support a spray in 2022. Wolff stated he would put together information for 
the Council to review on a Special Assessment option for 2022. 

3. LIPOA Report:  
Grey stated that he did not attend the most recent LIPOA meeting, but he stated that 
they have been discussing an increase in the annual membership dues. He reported that 
the idea would be similar to the last dues increase, which was an increase of $25/year 
for four consecutive years. 

Public Hearings:  
1. Resolution 2021-10; General Appropriation Act – Proposed 2021-22 Budget and Capital 

Improvement Plan: 
Torgerson opened a Public Hearing at 7:25 PM for proposed Resolution 2021-10. 

Wolff presented the 2021-22 budget and discussed the recommendations of the 
Finance Committee from its review of the budget. 

The Council discussed the Finance Committee meeting and the concept of a Community 
Improvement Bond question on the 2022 General Election ballot to fund trails, roads, 
and dredging. A second funding request was also discussed to consider presenting at the 
2022 election to fund policing. There was further discussion about having a work session 
or engaging a consultant to help develop materials that could be used for information 
sharing if a bond and/or millage proposal is presented to the electorate in 2022. 

Public Comment:  

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive discussed the need to include community beautification 
in the budget. 

Torgerson closed the Public Hearing at 7:54 PM. 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Laraway, to adopt Resolution 2021-10, 
which sets the 2021-22 fiscal year budget and millage rate to be levied in support of the 
annual budget. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, 
and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Public Comments: 

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive discussed how a newsletter might not be the best way to 
engage with the community, and direct email might be more effective. 
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Existing Business: None 

New Business: 
1. Resolution 2021-11; Proposed 2020-21 Year End Budget Amendments: 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Peavey, to adopt Resolution 2021-11, which 
makes year-end budget amendments for the 2020-21 fiscal year. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: 
Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION 
CARRIED 7-0-0. 

2. Resolution 2021-12; Employee Handbook Update: 
Cueny asked if the proposed changes were reflected in the 2021-22 budget. Wolff 
reported that it was not as both were discussed at Finance Committee meeting in June. 
Torgerson stated that the Council would need to address any financial impacts through 
a budget amendment later in the year, but the change would be minimal. 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Cueny, to adopt Resolution 2021-12, which 
updates the Village’s Employee Handbook. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, 
Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

3. Resolution 2021-13; Credit Card Policy Update: 
Peavey asked if the Village uses Isabella Bank for credit cards. Wolff replied that the 
Village’s primary card is through Isabella Bank. Peavey and Wolff then discussed several 
different service issues they have each experienced with Isabella Bank’s credit card 
service. 

The Council discussed the Village’s credit cards and felt the immediate solution was to 
adopt an updated policy with an increase of the allowed credit limit and search for a 
new vendor. It was also discussed finding a card that offers rewards and then using the 
rewards in support of the Village’s Adopt-a-Family program. 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Kiel, to adopt Resolution 2021-13, which 
updates the Village’s Credit Card Policy. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, 
Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

4. Resolution 2021-14; Fund Balance Policy Update: 
A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Kiel, to adopt Resolution 2021-14, which 
updates the Village’s Fund Balance Policy. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, 
Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

5. Accurint for Government Agreement: 
A motion was made by Shannon, seconded by Laraway, to approve the proposed 
agreement with LexisNexis for Accurint for Government access for Code Enforcement 
purposes. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

6. Liaison Committee Recommendation: 
The Village Council discussed the feedback from the most recent Liaison Committee 
meeting. It was reported that the members present from the LIPOA had given an initial 
show of support of pursuing a joint dredging project. There was a discussion about 
addressing the concerns of a joint project with the Village being a public entity and the 
LIPOA being private.  
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The Council asked to have previous legal opinions updated that address the topic of 
joint projects with the LIPOA. The Council also asked the Village Attorney to review 
previous opinions concerning the lake bottom. 

7. Zoning Ordinance Survey Update – Discussion: 
Wolff presented the results from the internal survey done to assist with updating the 
zoning ordinance. There was discussion about several of the topics, including 
redevelopment options for the former site of Isabella Pellet, development along the 
west side of Coldwater between Birdie and Clubhouse, and also the commercial area at 
Bundy and Queens Way. 

Public Comments:  

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive commented on the need for dredging and thanked the 
Village for registering him as a ZBA member for a recent MSU zoning class. 

Council Comments: None 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 9:20 PM. 

 
 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

Village Council 
July 21, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted with a presentation on the 9-1-1 surcharge renewal on 
the August ballot added to the agenda without objection. 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Laraway, to approve the Consent Agenda with 
corrections to the June Village Council minutes. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, 
Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson reported that the Village’s Finance Committee has been reviewing how to use 
the funds that the Village will receive through the American Rescue Plan Act. He stated 
that the Village has limitations on how the funds can be used and are working with the 
Village Manager to review options that the Council can consider shortly. Torgerson also 
stated that the Committee has reviewed the Village Manager’s contract and will have a 
recommendation for the Council on updates soon. 

2. 9-1-1 Surcharge Renewal: 
Marc Griffis of Isabella County Emergency Management presented information on the 
August 3, 2021, ballot question to renew the 9-1-1 surcharge. He discussed the 
difference between a surcharge and a millage. Griffis shared that Isabella County 9-1-1 is 
primarily funded by the surcharge, with $1.5 million of its $1.7 million budget funded via 
the surcharge. 

Griffis also discussed the ability to text 9-1-1 and has been using the saying “call if you 
can, text if you can’t.”  

3. Village Manager:  
Wolff discussed the E.coli test results from South Park that prompted the advisory 
notice. Wolff reported on Code Enforcement and permit activity. He also reported on 
the Airport transfer agreement with MDOT and crack sealing. 

4. LIPOA Report: No report was presented. 

Public Hearings: None 
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Public Comments: None 

Existing Business: 
1. 2022 Gypsy Moth Treatment Discussion: 

Manager Wolff presented information to the Village Council about the process needed 
to create a special assessment process for residents to support in having their property 
sprayed for gypsy moths in 2022.  

Wolff discussed the traditional method of paper petitions for residents to use and 
suggested that the Council allow for sign-up form on the Village’s website. Wolff 
discussed how to engage the community on the issue and educate them on the process.  
He suggested a combination of newsletters in August and October and using the 
Village’s Facebook page for updates. Wolff discussed that this would likely allow for 
greater impact. He also discussed how using an online option would be more convenient 
and safe in light of the ongoing pandemic. 

Wolff provided a draft information packet for illustrative purposes to show what a 
traditional engagement approach would look like versus what he is proposing. He 
discussed how using a newsletter, website, and social media strategy should make it 
easy for residents to reach out to friends and neighbors to help generate support. He 
shared a slide of the Village website showing where the link would be located, and 
discussed what content would be on that page in addition to the online petition form. 

Wolff reported that this spring the Village was quoted a price from Sky to Land, LLC of 
$39/acre with a minimum treatment area of 100 acres. Using the egg mass observations 
conducted by the Village in March, it was estimated that the area needed for spraying 
was somewhere between 800 and 1,200 acres. He stated that he expects the cost in 
2022 to be at least $60/acre based on the rising fuel price and increased demand for the 
insecticide.  

Wolff’s recommendation is to gather input from the community on this issue to 
determine if there is support in areas for a treatment funded by Special Assessment in 
2022. At the December Village Council meeting, the Council would begin creating a 
district in areas with support. There would be a Public Hearing the following month, 
allowing anyone in the proposed Special Assessment District the opportunity to object 
to the creation of a district.  There would be an additional hearing in March per the 
Special Assessment process in the Village’s ordinance. 

Torgerson asked if this would need to be an annual process. Wolff stated that due to the 
uniqueness of where an infestation may develop, the process would likely need to be an 
option for the community in future years. 

Shannon asked if each area of the Village would need to make individual districts or if 
the Council could create a district of the entire Village. Wolff stated that he foresees 
individual districts being the most practical approach. 

Davis discussed the spray that he and his neighbors had done to the acreage he owns. 
He discussed how the process worked, using the same vendor that Wolff has been in 
contact with and the benefits he saw from spraying. 
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Cueny stated that he does not generally like the special assessment option but agrees 
that this is the only way to fund spraying in 2022. 

The Council approved the approach outlined by Wolff to use two newsletters, online 
information, a website sign-up form, and social media to move forward with beginning 
the special assessment process. It was discussed that it would be ideal to find a partner 
to help with counting egg massed in November so that the Village can best match up 
interested areas with where there is likely to be problems in 2022. 

New Business: 
1. Code Enforcement – Cordoba Lane: 

Wolff discussed ongoing code enforcement issues with two properties on Cordoba Lane. 
He requested the Council’s permission to have the Village’s attorney send a demand 
letter if needed to request full compliance by a specific date before further litigation 
would commence. There were no objections from the Council to the request. 

2. Attached Garages Discussion – Requested by Cueny: 
Cueny discussed his feelings on allowing homes to have multiple attached garages. He 
discussed that amending the zoning code to allow for this would give residents more 
flexibility to meet their storage needs. He further stated that this is not related to the 
ZBA case from May. 

There was a discussion among the Council about what stipulations might need to be 
included with the change. It was discussed that this could be addressed in the 
comprehensive rewrite of the zoning code that Wolff is currently working on. 

3. Zoning Ordinance Update Conceptual Discussion – Residential Districts: 
Wolff presented a conceptual plan for the Village’s residential zoning districts. Wolff 
discussed creating the following zoning districts: 

• Areas platted/created from the 1990s onward all have larger lot sizes, and minimum 
ground floor sizes larger than what is required in the current zoning code would be 
Residential-1 (R1). 

• The bulk of the existing LR-1 district would become Residential-2 (R2). No significant 
changes to these areas. 

• The existing LR-2 District would become Residential-3 (R3). No significant changes to 
these areas. 

• The Chalet Overlay District would become Residential-4 (R4).  
• A new District, Rural Residential (RR), would look to capture areas that were never 

platted and are not tied to Building & Use Restrictions. 
• Airport Residential (APR), no significant changes to this area as it is an existing 

District. 
• Attached Residential (ATR) would replace the LR-3 District. It would also replace the 

current Commercial Zoning at Queens Way & Bundy. 

The Council felt the proposed districts made sense and did not object to Wolff working 
on this with the Planning Commission. Wolff also discussed reaching out to the property 
owners and business in the non-residential areas to get feedback on things that could be 
done with the Village’s zoning to meet their needs. 
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Public Comments:  

• Debbie Chunn of El Camino Grande discussed her issues with gypsy moths this year and 
voiced her view that the Village should treat the entire community, not just specific 
areas. Davis and Cueny replied to her comments and stated that not all areas of the 
community had been impacted, and the cost to treat such a large area requires 
additional funds. 

• Richard Most of Carmen Drive discussed the impact of gypsy moths in his neighborhood. 
He also inquired about Duquesa Road and asked if anything can be done to get that road 
reopened. Torgerson replied and discussed the efforts done to try and get the owner of 
the road to sell it to the Village, which has been unsuccessful.  Cueny also replied by 
discussing the backhoe purchased to help remove any debris from the road and tree 
removal work done to help reduce the risk of a downed tree in this stretch of road.  

• Dave McGrath of Queens Way asked about the special assessment process, and what if 
not all properties in an area want to be in a District. Wolff stated that once a District is 
proposed by the Village, a majority of properties in that District can object to the 
project, but if a majority does not object that Council can move forward with creating 
the District. 

• Robert Bromley of El Camino Grande discussed a gypsy moth model developed by MSU 
and stated that it indicates that 2022 will be worse than 2021. He also asked what 
chemical would be used. Wolff stated that the applicator the Village has been in contact 
with used a bacteria for the areas treated in 2021. 

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive discussed the need for people to bring their concerns about 
Duquesa to Sherman Township as the road is outside of the Village. 

Council Comments:  

• Cueny requested to be excused from the August 17th meeting. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 8:47 PM. 

 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

Village Council 
July 30, 2021 

Special Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9 AM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Public Comments: None 

Business: 
1. Village Manager Contract: 

Kiel discussed the discussion that the Finance Committee had while reviewing the 
Village Manager’s contract.  He discussed the view of the Finance Committee that the 
American Rescue Plan provides the Village with an opportunity to provide an incentive 
for all staff to stay with the Village in what has become a very tight labor market. He 
discussed the concerns of the Finance Committee that if any of the Village’s three staff 
members leave, how difficult it will be to replace them as hiring is very competitive at 
the moment.  

Kiel also discussed that the Committee reviewed using premium pay for Kings Disposal 
but concluded that it could not as the Village has a franchise agreement and not a 
contract with Kings. 

Kiel also discussed that the Committee reviewed salary comparisons of similar-sized 
communities based on population and taxable value and felt that an adjustment is 
needed to stay in line with other communities. 

Torgerson stated that he knows if the Village Manager leaves, he will attract a 
significantly higher compensation package elsewhere. 

Cueny shared his opposition to using American Rescue Plan funds for premium pay for 
any of the employees. He shared his view that using those funds is not the best way the 
Council can spend it. He also stated that he has no objection to the other changes 
proposed in the Village Manager’s contract but feels that the Village does him a 
disservice to keep him and that he is limiting himself by continuing to stay with the 
Village. 

Kiel asked Cueny for his view on where else the funds should be invested by the Village 
Council. Cueny stated in parks and roads. Kiel discussed how the Committee considered 
those options, but the feeling from the Committee is that the funds coming to the 
Village does not provide a way to use those funds to benefit the entire community if 
used for parks or roads. Kiel stated that is one of the reasons why pursuing a contract 
with the Sheriff is recommended; it is an improved service level for the entire 
community. 
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Torgerson stated that he understands Cueny’s view but disagrees with the philosophy 
behind it. Torgerson stated that with the work to present one or two millage questions 
in 2022, the Village could not afford to lose staff or invest time to bring new hires up to 
speed in any of the three current staffed positions. He also stated that the Council has 
continually stated that they wished they could better compensate the Village Manager 
and have an opportunity to do so for the next few years. 

Cueny stated that his view on salary is not reflective of the current Village Manager, but 
what he feels is the appropriate range that the Village should offer for the position. 
There was a discussion of the Council on the comparable salaries that City and Village 
Managers are paid in the region and similar-sized communities.  

Peavey discussed the difficulties his firm is having to attract and retain quality 
employees. He discussed the cost that the Village would face to search for a new Village 
Manager. Peavey asked Wolff if the changes are made would he apply for any of the 
current vacant positions in the area. Wolff stated that he would not apply for the 
current or upcoming openings later this year in the City of Alma, the City of Mt. 
Pleasant, and Isabella County. 

Shannon and Laraway both spoke in favor of the proposed changes. Shannon discussed 
the potential costs that the Village would face to hire a firm to handle the replacement 
hire.  She stated that she sees future Village Managers using Lake Isabella as a starting 
point in their careers and moving on to larger communities after a few years. 

Kiel made a motion, seconded by Laraway, to approve the proposed updated contract 
with the Village Manager. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, 
and Torgerson; NAYS: Cueny. MOTION CARRIED 6-1-0. 

2. Resolution 2021-15; American Rescue Plan Act: 
Kiel discussed the view of the Finance Committee regarding premium pay and using the 
remaining funds to seek an agreement with the Sheriff for increased patrols in the 
community.  

Cueny stated his opposition to using ARPA funds for premium pay.  He stated he is not 
against policing and agrees that this could increase community support for a millage. 

Torgerson stated that providing services to a community of two thousand people is not 
realistic on less than one mill. 

Laraway spoke in favor of an increase in policing in the community. 

Davis expressed concern about staffing once the premium pay is exhausted. Torgerson 
agreed but shared his view that it moves that issue down the road past the time of the 
millage requests being considered for the 2022 election. 

Peavey stated that he is not opposed to a millage supporting additional policing in the 
community but feels that the Council should not bring in additional police presence 
without the community voting to approve that change. 

Kiel discussed that the Village had had contracts for additional coverage with the Sheriff 
and with the Sherman Township Marshal. He discussed that the optional overtime 
contract option being recommended by the Finance Committee to pursue would return 
the Village to the previous service level when the Marshal was under contract. 
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Kiel made a motion seconded by Laraway to adopt Resolution 2021-15, which 
establishes uses and priorities for funds awarded to the Village under the American 
Rescue Plan Act. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Shannon, and Torgerson; 
NAYS: Cueny and Peavey. MOTION CARRIED 5-2-0 

 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 10:15 AM. 

 
 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

 

 

Village Council 
August 17, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: Cueny 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted with a presentation 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Davis, to approve the Consent Agenda. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson discussed the severe thunderstorm late in the hours of August 10th. He 
discussed a tree that fell across Queens Way, blocking the street just north of the LIPOA 
office. He discussed how this incident should change the urgency for the Village Council 
to resolve the Duquesa Road issue and supports the Village exploring Eminent Domain 
or Highway by User if the Village Manager is unable to secure an offer from the property 
owner to sell the road to the Village. 

2. Isabella Sheriff Michael Main: 
Sheriff Main attended the meeting and discussed operations with his Department. He 
also discussed the proposed location for the new jail, staffing challenges with the jail, 
and changes in crime statistics in 2020. There was also a discussion about options for 
the Marine Unit in 2022. 

The Sheriff also shared the discussions that he and Village Manager Wolff have been 
engaged to develop an optional overtime agreement to bring additional police presence 
to the community. Sheriff Main reported that he sees the current overtime demands 
with the jail coming to an end in the next few months and should have deputies 
interested in picking up extra hours. 

Kiel asked if the Sheriff could share his thoughts on issues facing Lake Isabella. The 
Sheriff discussed the concerns regarding traffic control are not unique to Lake Isabella.  
He discussed the combination of reduced stops due to Covid, staffing levels, and 
responding to other calls for service impacted the number of stops that the Department 
conducted. 
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3. Village Manager:  
Wolff provided an update to the Council on the Fiber build-out being conducted by 
HomeWorks Tri-County. Wolff discussed ongoing issues residents have been reporting 
on the south side of the lake regarding their phone and DSL service with Frontier. There 
was a discussion that some of the residents reporting issues are in the small area of the 
Village where Consumer’s Energy provides electrical service and will not be able to 
access the fiber build-out from Tri-County. The Council discussed that Consumers has 
refused to enter into a Franchise Agreement with the Village for this area of the Village, 
violating the Michigan Constitution. Wolff was asked to contact Consumers on this 
issue. If that contact is unsuccessful, he is requested to report back in September for the 
Council to consider referring the matter to the Attorney General. 

Wolff also discussed the Duquesa Road issue. He reported that he has made four 
attempts to contact the property owner since the previous meeting and has not 
returned any of his messages. The Council discussed the need to acquire the road and 
asked Wolff to continue to try and make contact with the property owner and also to 
report back on legal options that the Council can consider, such as Eminent Domain or 
Highway by User. 

Wolff reported that the Village would be sending out a Newsletter by the end of the 
month. As discussed last month at the Council meeting, one of the main topics that will 
be addressed in that newsletter is the potential to create Special Assessment Districts in 
early 2022 to spray for gypsy moths. 

Code Enforcement and Permit activity were reported. Wolff discussed a possible 
consent judgment regarding 1025 Barcelona Drive addressing the garage on the 
property. The Council was supportive of Wolff resolving the violations at this address 
through a Consent Judgement.  

4. LIPOA Report: No report was presented. 

Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments:  

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive spoke on Duquesa Road; he stated that he brought this issue 
up at the Sherman Twp. board meeting the day before and did not have any support 
from other board members to seek a resolution to this issue. 

• Dave McGrath of Queens Way stated that he is surprised that the LIPOA has not 
engaged more on the Parks Master Plan. 

Existing Business: None 

New Business: 
1. 2021 Fall Street Crack Sealing & Airport Runway Crack Sealing: 

Kiel made a motion, seconded by Peavey, to approve the street crack sealing price of 
$1/pound submitted by GT Contracting for up to 15,000 pounds of material to be 
applied to streets this fall. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, 
Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
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Davis made a motion, seconded by Shannon, to accept the runway crack sealing 
proposal from GT Contracting for $13,700. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Davis, Kiel, Laraway, 
Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

2. Draft Airport Memorandum of Understanding: 
Wolff presented a draft Memorandum of Understanding for the Village to enter into 
with the Airport users outlining the ownership transfer process. Kiel asked how many 
pilots are actively using the airport. Davis reported that currently, there are four 
individuals with planes, but two do not have current FAA medical clearance. 

The Council was supportive of the draft. 

3. Liaison Committee Agenda Items: 
The Council discussed items for the August 30th Liaison Committee meeting. Items of 
interest for the meeting were listed as Parks & Recreation Master Plan, Dredging, and 
the Dam Safety Task Force proposed bills. 

Public Comments: None 

Council Comments: None 

Closed Session: 
A motion was made by Davis, seconded by Laraway, to enter into a Closed Session per MCL 
15.268(h) at 8:40 PM. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and 
Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Davis, to exit the Closed Session at 9:35 PM. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 9:36 PM. 

 
 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

 

 

Village Council 
September 21, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted without objection or amendment. 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Davis, to approve the Consent Agenda. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson discussed the reports from the Liaison meeting. He expressed his view that 
the meeting showed encouraging development in the relationship with the LIPOA and a 
genuine desire to partner together on dredging. He thanked Wolff and Peavey for their 
effort to bring options to the attention of the LIPOA which can be considered for 
dredging the lake bottom. 

2. Village Manager:  
Wolff provided an update to the Council on the Village’s ARPA funds. He also reported 
that he would be in Grand Rapids from September 22-24 for the Michigan Municipal 
League Convention. 

Wolff also reported on Code Enforcement and permits. He discussed two new homes 
that were approved the week before the meeting.  

3. LIPOA Report: It was reported that at the LIPOA’s annual meeting in August, the 
membership present voted to increase the dues for the association over the next three 
years at an increase of twenty-five dollars per year. 

Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments: None 

Existing Business:  
1. Proposed Coverage Agreement with Isabella County Sheriff’s Department: 

The Council reviewed the proposed agreement with the Isabella County Sheriff’s 
Department for additional coverage for the Village. Wolff reported that the agreement 
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calls for a total of 3 shifts of 6 to 8 hours being made available for every two-week pay 
period. The cost range per shift would be $245.34 for the lowest-paid position working a 
six-hour shift to $592.56 for the highest-paid deputy taking an eight-hour shift. There 
would be an additional $40 per shift for fuel and supplies. This would result in a max 
cost per year of $49,339.68 if the highest-paid deputy took three eight-hour shifts per 
pay period. 

If every shift is taken, the Village will get between 468 to 624 hours of police presence 
annually. This level of coverage is at or slightly above the coverage level we had through 
our contract with the Sherman Township Marshall. That agreement provided 480 hours 
of dedicated coverage per year. 

Shannon identified one typo in section 8.01 that should read “binding,” not “finding.” 

Laraway asked what type of reporting would be provided from the Sheriff’s Department 
for the deputy's work in the community. 

The Council discussed the frequency of invoices and having the invoicing period match 
up with activity reports. 

The Council also wants to ensure that the coverage provided in the agreement would be 
in addition to the current coverage provided by the Department. 

Wolff reported that he has submitted the agreement to the Village’s insurance carrier 
and would not recommend a formal approval until that review is completed. 

The Council supported the parameters of the agreement and expressed its desire to 
move forward with the agreement once the Village receives its ARPA funds. 

2. Proposed 2022 Gypsy Moth Special Assessment Update & Discussion: 
The Council discussed the proposed special assessment process. The Council discussed 
possibly doing the entire Village versus individual districts. There was a discussion on the 
advantages and disadvantages of each approach. Wolff discussed that the sign-up 
process would allow the Council to see areas of support where the Council could then 
shape the district to reach the most people hopefully. After further discussion, the 
Council agreed to continue seeking support for individual districts rather than the whole 
community. 

Wolff also discussed how the LIPOA parks were handled in past Special Assessment 
projects. He reported that the parks were given a lower assessment since the parks are 
owned by the property owner association that a majority of properties in the Village 
belong to.  

New Business: 
1. Resolution 2021-16; SPSAD 21-1 (Resolution 1 of 2): 

Kiel made a motion seconded by Cueny to adopt Resolution 2021-26, which begins the 
Single Parcel Special Assessment District process for 7625 Drew Road. ROLL CALL VOTE: 
YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 
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2. Resolution 2021-17; Consumers Energy Franchise Status: 
The Council was presented with a Resolution to file a complaint with the Attorney 
General regarding the lack of a franchise agreement with Consumers Energy for electric 
service in the community.  

The Council discussed that this approach would not likely force Consumers to agree to a 
franchise but is the last step the Village can take before litigation on the matter. Wolff 
stated that with such a small service area, he would not be comfortable with 
recommending litigation but does feel the matter needs to be brought to the attention 
of the State of Michigan. 

Cueny made a motion, seconded by Davis, to adopt Resolution 2021-17. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

3. Sabo PR Proposal: 
The Council reviewed the materials from Sabo PR to help the Village with messaging and 
educational materials for the upcoming bond proposal. The Council agreed that with a 
project of this size, it would be good to bring in an outside professional to help take the 
Village’s communication to the next level.  

Kiel stated that he thinks a well-done brochure would be very helpful for people going 
door-to-door to get support. 

Laraway and Torgerson both supported going to the next level with professional 
communication is needed for the bond proposal. 

Wolff was asked to get a formal agreement based on the proposal reviewed for the 
Council to approve. 

Public Comments:  

• Dave McGrath of Queens Way discussed the impact of gypsy moths in his neighborhood 
this past spring. He stated that the impact on the trees was bad; another issue was the 
droppings from the caterpillars were terrible. He also spoke in favor of getting a group 
of residents together in support of the bond proposal. 

• Sherman Township Trustee Grey discussed starting a local buyer guide to distribute 
monthly to all homes in the community to help raise awareness of issues and work 
being done. 

Council Comments:  

• The Council discussed upcoming meeting dates and travel plans. The following members 
were excused for the Regular Meetings listed below: 

• Cueny:  December (2021), January through April (2022). 

• Kiel:  November and December (2021), January through May (2022). 

• Shannon: January through March (2022). 

The Council asked Wolff to present options at the October meeting to allow for virtual 
participation as the Open Meetings Act allows. 
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Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 8:39 PM. 

 
 
 
Approved:      [October 19, 2021]    
 
 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

Village Council 
October 19, 2021 
Regular Meeting 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted without objection or amendment. 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Kiel, to approve the Consent Agenda. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson congratulated Village Manager Wolff on his election to the Michigan 
Municipal League Board of Trustees. He reported that Wolff would be serving on the 
MML’s board for a three-year term alongside seventeen other municipal leaders from 
across Michigan. 

2. Village Manager:  
Wolff presented on the PASER system. The PASER system is the method used by the 
Village to rate the condition of the Village’s streets. After the presentation, there was a 
discussion with the Village Council regarding streets being classified as either Major or 
Local.  

It was discussed that the Village should look at identifying priority streets within each 
network that serve a more prominent need than other streets. Wolff discussed 
purchasing a traffic counter to help with obtaining data that could be used in helping 
show what streets could be more important based on traffic patterns. The Council 
supported this idea and did not object to Wolff purchasing a traffic counter for data 
collection. 

Wolff also reported on the crack sealing work completed in early October on the streets 
and runway. He also discussed moving the runway lights to a dusk-to-dawn sensor 
versus the current radio-controlled system. He discussed a recent traffic accident at the 
intersection of Queens Way and Drew Road, which required helicopter transport. He 
reported that they could not activate the lights with their radios when the helicopter 
arrived on the scene. 

3. LIPOA Report: None 
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Public Hearings:  

1. Proposed Resolution 2021-18; Single Parcel Special Assessment District Confirmation of 
Roll: 
Torgerson opened a public hearing for proposed Resolution 2021-18 at 8:16 PM. 

Public Comments: None 

Torgerson closed the public hearing at 8:17 PM. 

A motion was made by Kiel, which was seconded by Cueny, to adopt Resolution 2021-
18. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and 
Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

2. Proposed Resolution 2021-19; Adoption of Parks & Recreation Master Plan: 
Torgerson opened a public hearing for proposed Resolution 2021-19 at 8:18 PM. 

Public Comments: None 

Torgerson closed the public hearing at 8:19 PM. 

A motion was made by Laraway, which was seconded by Peavey, to adopt Resolution 
2021-19. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and 
Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Public Comments: None 

Existing Business:  
1. Proposed Coverage Agreement with Isabella County Sheriff’s Department: 

Wolff reported that the Village’s liability insurance carrier has reviewed the proposal 
and informed the Village that the added exposure would increase the Village's annual 
premium by $1,066.  

Torgerson shared his view that with the insurance carrier’s blessing, he would be 
comfortable with the Council approving the agreement and having the Village Manager 
and Sheriff work out the details on data reporting before the County begins offering 
shifts. 

Kiel and Shannon stated they both agreed with Torgerson and feel it is important to get 
additional law enforcement presence in the community as soon as possible. 

Cueny stated that he supports the Sheriff but feels that the voters, not the Council, 
should approve a service level change of this nature. 

Torgerson stated that he understands Cueny’s view and has held the same position in 
the past. He shared that his view on this has changed over time and genuinely feels a 
need and want for additional law enforcement coverage from the community. 

Peavey stated that he has concerns about approving an open-ended agreement and 
would consider supporting the proposal if there was a clear end date.  

Torgerson stated that his view on the proposal is that it is a pilot program to gauge the 
impact of additional police presence leading up to a funding proposal being on the 
ballot for the 2022 General Election.  

Cueny stated that if there is an end date and this agreement would only be a pilot 
program through the end of 2022, he could support it. 
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Kiel asked about the proposed cost of the agreement. Wolff reported that using the 
deputy wage information from the Sheriff, for the first year the maximum cost would be 
about $49,500. He discussed that the Village Council had designated slightly more than 
$100,000 of funds from the American Rescue Plan Act as “lost revenue” that is proposed 
to fund the pilot program.  

A motion was made by Laraway, which is seconded by Kiel, to approve the additional 
coverage agreement with the Isabella County Sheriff as a pilot program through the end 
of 2022. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and 
Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

2. Sabo PR Proposal: 
The Council reviewed and discussed how to use the possible services from Sabo PR to 
help with educational materials in the Village’s Community Improvement Bond proposal 
for the 2022 General Election.  

The Council discussed the various options proposed by the firm. There was a consensus 
view that using paid social media advertising as part of the educational process was not 
aligned with the Village’s values. 

There was support for newsletters, brochures, a dedicated page on the Village’s 
website, and developing key messages and branding about the proposal.  

After further discussion, Wolff asked to have the item returned to the Agenda at the 
next meeting to prepare a budget to include the firm’s services and the production and 
mailing costs for the materials prepared. 

3. Airport Ownership Transfer – Memorandum of Understanding: 
Cueny began the discussion by stating that he feels there needs to be a drop-dead date 
on reaching an agreement on the ownership transfer.  He stated that he had hoped it 
would be the end of the calendar year but strongly feels the agreement needs to be 
done by the end of the fiscal year. 

There was a discussion regarding the recent crack sealing work done on the runway. Kiel 
stated that he is concerned about the Village being asked continually to address issues 
without agreement. 

Davis stated that the concern on the crack sealing was that the larger gaps were not 
filled to the top.  

Cueny asked if the pilots are actually willing to take over ownership of the airport, and if 
not, the Village needs to begin the process to close the airport at the end of the current 
grant obligations. 

Davis stated that the biggest concern should be the safety of the public. He discussed 
the airport being used as a landing spot for medivac flights. He stated that the airport is 
the preferred location for medivac flights as it is a controlled environment. 

Laraway stated that he supports the airport and feels that the Village is better off having 
it. 

Cueny stated that he is not opposed to the airport but does not feel that the Village 
should continue subsidizing its operations for only a handful of pilots.  



October 19, 2021, Village Council minutes Page 4 of 5 

 
Davis stated that he feels saying that there are only three or four airport users is 
inaccurate and discussed the most recent Labor Day weekend when he estimated that 
eight different planes were using the airport. 

Torgerson discussed the Village’s history of acquiring and owning the airport. It stated in 
the motion accepting ownership of the airport at the July 7, 1998, Village Council 
meeting, that there would be “no expense to the Village.” He stated that the Council 
was promised that the operating costs would be paid by assessing the airport users. He 
further stated that the Village was promised by the former owner that there would be 
state grants that could cover everything needed for the airport.  

Cueny stated that his understanding of acquiring the airport is the same as Torgerson’s 
and that the Village was promised it would be funded by the airport users and not the 
community at large. 

Wolff was directed to present the Memorandum of Understanding on the ownership 
transfer process to the airport users. 

New Business: 
1. Proposed Emergency Ordinance #2: 

The Village Council received a draft Emergency Ordinance that would allow for virtual 
participation at meetings for the next sixty days.  

Cueny stated that he should abstain from voting on this matter as it would directly 
affect him as he will be in Florida on the December meeting date. The Council discussed 
his concern and determined that since the Emergency Ordinance would impact the 
ability of the Planning Commission and ZBA to have virtual meetings, this issue is not 
just confined to the Village Council. 

Laraway asked if Planning Commission Chairperson McGrath could speak to any interest 
from Planning Commission members about the option to meet virtually. McGrath stated 
that he knows there is an interest from at least some members to have that option. 

Peavey and Cueny both stated that if members of the Planning Commission were 
interested in having that option, that changes how they view the need for the 
Emergency Ordinance. 

Cueny also stated that he would not object to a change in the Village Council Rules that 
limit the number of consecutive absences that may be excused. Kiel stated that he also 
would have no objection if the Council Rules were amended to limit the number of 
consecutive meetings that may be excused. 

A motion was made by Shannon, which was seconded by Davis, to adopt Emergency 
Ordinance #2, which will stand automatically repealed as of December 19, 2021. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

2. Liaison Committee Meeting Date & Agenda: 
The next meeting date of the Liaison Committee was discussed. It was suggested to hold 
the meeting on October 27th at 3 PM. Two items were identified for the Village to focus 
on during the meeting; dredging and the gypsy moth special assessment process. 
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3. November & December Meeting Dates: 

The Council discussed the Regular Meeting dates for November and December. After a 
short discussion, the December meeting date was changed without objection from 
Tuesday, December 21st to Thursday, December 16th. 

Public Comments: 

• Kim Fox of Little Turtle Way asked if the November and December meetings would be 
only virtual. Torgerson stated that the meetings would be a hybrid of in-person 
attendance at the Village Hall and virtual participation for anyone that could not attend 
in person. 

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive shared his view that the Village should not continue to fund 
the maintenance and operation of the airport. He stated that he is not “anti-airport” but 
cannot justify the cost based on the declining usage of the facility. He also stated that 
the airport is rarely used as a medivac site as the first responders prefer to have a 
landing zone as close to a scene as possible.  

Council Comments:  
Davis asked for the reason why the Village is interested in seeing the lake dredged. He asked 
Wolff to share his view since he is not a frequent user of the lake. Wolff replied that in his 
view, the lake is why there is a community here. He stated that without the lake, there 
would not have been one thousand homes developed in the area in the past fifty years, and 
for him having a healthy lake that supports all-season use is directly tied to the value of his 
home. 

Peavey shared his view that if the quality of the lake continues to decline, that will adversely 
affect everyone’s property value in the community. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 9:35 PM. 

 
 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

 

 

Village Council 
November 16, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The meeting was conducted in person at the Village Hall and virtually to allow 
participation remotely due to the ongoing pandemic.The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Cueny, Davis, Kiel1, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted without objection or amendment. 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Shannon, seconded by Peavey, to approve the Consent Agenda. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President:  

Torgerson asked for feedback from the Liaison Committee members about the progress 
being made towards a dredging plan. Peavey stated that the work has been going well, 
and the meeting in Lansing with EGLE representatives was positive. 

Torgerson stated that the Council needs to complete its annual evaluation of the Village 
Manager. This is required by the Village Charter. He asked if anyone on the Council 
would like to coordinate this effort. Shannon volunteered. She stressed her view that an 
evaluation is a motivational tool. 

2. Village Manager:  
Wolff discussed several items about the newsletter; the Council supported having the 
Pilot Program with the Sheriff’s Department highlighted in the newsletter. He also 
discussed the data that has been collected to date with the Village’s traffic counter. 

3. LIPOA Report: None 

Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments:  

• Dave McGrath of Queens Way asked if the data from the traffic counter was one-way or 
both lanes of travel. Wolff reported that the device is bi-directional. 

• Gene Haymaker, candidate for State Representative, discussed his campaign and 
reasons for running for the State House. 

 
1 Kiel attended the meeting virtually from Sanibel, FL. 
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Existing Business:  
1. Sabo PR Proposal & Proposed Engagement Budget: 

The Council reviewed the proposed budget and proposed projects for the engagement 
assistance with Sabo PR. From the proposal submitted by Sabo, it is proposed to use 
them for Key Messages, up to 2 brochures or direct mailings, FAQ, Newsletter Content, 
and Social Media Content. The Village will handle all publication, printing, and mailing 
costs. The Village will also handle media relations and website presence. The proposed 
engagement budget for the Community Bond Proposal was proposed at $17,500. 

Kiel stated that he liked the proposal and felt the community would benefit from having 
a fresh perspective on issues and how they are presented. 

Torgerson stated that the proposal looked good to him. 

Cueny asked about newsletters. Wolff stated that the Village budgets for four 
newsletters annually, which would continue and be in addition to this outreach effort. 

Laraway stated that the proposal looks good. 

Laraway made a motion seconded by Cueny to approve the engagement plan and 
budget for the Community Improvement Bond issue in 2022. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: 
Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION 
CARRIED 7-0-0 

2. Sheriff’s Department Agreement: 
Peavey and Cueny both asked to confirm the end date in the agreement. It was reported 
that the agreement would terminate on December 31, 2022. 

Kiel made a motion seconded by Davis to approve the amended draft of the pilot 
program optional overtime agreement with the Sheriff’s Department. ROLL CALL VOTE: 
YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0 

New Business: 
1. Chippewa River & Lake Isabella Restoration Plan: 

Wolff presented the River & Lake Restoration Plan that was presented to EGLE. This plan 
has been worked on jointly with the LIPOA and focuses on three different issues. Part of 
the plan addresses the river near Riviera Park. The second part focuses on the southeast 
corner of the lake near South Park. The final part focuses on the maintenance dredging 
of several bays. Wolff also reported that a meeting was scheduled with the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe to discuss the project and get feedback. 

The Council supported the plan and thanked the members of the workgroup that have 
been working on the project. 

2. Rowe PSC Engineering Proposal – El Camino Grande Resurfacing: 
Davis made a motion, seconded by Cueny, to approve the proposal from Rowe PSC for 
professional services of engineering and estimating work for the 2022 El Camino Grande 
resurfacing, not to exceed $14,000. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, 
Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0 
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Public Comments: 

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive asked if the resurfacing of El Camino Grande included using a 
fibermat over the existing material and new asphalt. Wolff reported that the estimate 
on the project did not include the fibermat. Davis discussed using a similar material he 
used on his driveway and stated that it worked well in his application. 

• Dave McGrath of Queens Way asked if the El Camino Grande project includes any 
pathway work. Wolff stated it does not as Village will not be eligible for MDNR grants in 
time to pursue them for this project. 

Council Comments: None 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 8:05 PM. 

 
 
 
Approved:      December 16, 2021   
 
 

      Carol Shannon     David K. Torgerson   
Carol Shannon, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
 



 

 

 

Village Council 
December 16, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Village President Torgerson at the Village Hall, 1010 
Clubhouse Drive. The meeting was conducted in person at the Village Hall and virtually to allow 
participation remotely due to the ongoing pandemic. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Cueny1, Davis, Kiel2, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson 
Members Excused: None 

Agenda Approval:  
The meeting agenda was accepted without objection or amendment. 

Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Shannon, seconded by Kiel, to approve the Consent Agenda. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Roslund Prestage & Company – FY 2020/21 Audit: 

Bill Hirschman from Roslund Prestage & Company attended the meeting to present the 
2020-21 audit results. The Village received a clean opinion from the auditors, and no 
material weaknesses in the Village’s financial practices were found. Hirschman reported 
that the Village is in good financial health. 

2. Village President:  
Torgerson expressed his appreciation for the work on dredging and the positive meeting 
with the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

3. Village Manager:  
Wolff reported on permit activity, traffic data, and upcoming Site Plans that the 
Planning Commission will review. He reported that the Village had not received a 
written legal opinion on pursuing eminent domain regarding Duquesa Road. 

Wolff also asked for the Council’s direction on having the office open during the mid-
week between Christmas and New Year. He reported that Wolverine Computer Services 
would like to upgrade the Village’s server’s software, limiting staff’s ability to access files 
and data. He reported that office staff would like to use their vacation days to spend 
time with their children on Christmas break. The Council did not object to the office 
being closed between Christmas and New Year.  

4. LIPOA Report: None 

 
1 Cueny attended the meeting virtually from Bonita Springs, FL. 
2 Kiel attended the meeting virtually from Sanibel, FL. 
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Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments: None 

Existing Business: None 

New Business: 
1. Proposed Resolution 2021-20; Budget Amendments: 

Wolff presented a series of budget amendments that he reviewed with members of the 
Finance Committee. He reported that the main amendments reflect the accounting of 
American Rescue Plan Act funds.  

There were no additional questions from the Council. 

Kiel made a motion, seconded by Laraway, to adopt Resolution 2021-20, which amends 
the Village’s 2021-22 budget. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, 
Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

2. Proposed Resolution 2021-21; Covid Policy Update: 
Wolff presented an update to the Village’s Covid Policy. The Council discussed whether 
any time required to be off for being Covid positive should require the use of the 
employee’s sick time. Wolff reported that he asked several colleagues how they were 
handling this issue, and the result was roughly 50/50 as to making staff use sick time if 
they are Covid positive. 

The Council decided that if an employee can produce a positive test result from a lab or 
doctor, that time required to stay home should not be counted against sick time. 

Peavey made a motion, seconded by Davis, to adopt Resolution 2021-21 with the 
changes discussed by the Village Council, amending the Village’s Covid-19 policy. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

3. Proposed Resolution 2021-22; Lake Isabella North Agreement: 
Kiel made a motion, seconded by Davis, to adopt Resolution 2021-22, which authorized 
the Village Manager and Village Clerk to sign on behalf of the Village the future 
agreement with EGLE to amend the restrictions in Lake Isabella North. ROLL CALL VOTE: 
YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

4. Proposed Resolution 2021-23; Gypsy Moth Special Assessment Resolution #1: 
The Village Council reviewed the response from the community for spraying for gypsy 
moths in 2022. Wolff presented a map to the Council showing the locations of 
approximately 150 property owners that support spraying. The map also showed where 
he was able to identify egg masses. 

He reported noticeably fewer egg masses than the winter of 2020-21. He presented four 
possible Special Assessment Districts that best overlap the interest of property owners 
and the documented areas with egg masses. Support in these areas ranged between 
18% and 35% of property owners.  
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Using an estimated $75/acre cost, the areas presented would cost $22,500. He 
discussed what method would be the most appropriate to spread the cost of the spray 
against the parcels. There was a discussion regarding a flat per-parcel fee versus cost 
based on acreage. Concerns were raised that going on a flat per-parcel fee would cause 
smaller parcels to subsidize the cost of larger parcels. Likewise, concerns were raised on 
an acreage formula as the cost for several larger parcels would cost several hundred 
dollars. 

The Council discussed whether it was appropriate to create districts based on the 
limited support in each area. Davis stated that he feels it would be appropriate to 
postpone action on this issue due to the lack of a majority of property owners 
supporting the project in each of the proposed districts. 

Torgerson stated that it is hard in his opinion to justify making 65% or more of property 
owners participate in a project based on the support shown at this point. 

Kiel and Torgerson discussed concerns about moving forward with this project while the 
Village is planning to present a funding request on the 2022 ballot for parks, dredging, 
and streets.  

The Council discussed having the Village work with local pesticide applicators to see if a 
group rate can be offered to residents who want to pursue treatment independently. 

Peavey made a motion, seconded by Laraway, to reject proposed Resolution 2021-23. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. 
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

5. IT Services Agreement: 
Shannon made a motion, seconded by Kiel, to approve the offer from Wolverine 
Computer Services for IT services at $75/hour and to increase the line item in the 
Village’s Budget from $2,000 to $3,000 for IT Services. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, 
Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 7-
0-0. 

6. Proposed Agreement – Isabella County Board of Public Works: 
The Council reviewed a request from the Isabella County Board of Public Works to 
contract with the Village for assistance in daily testing the water system. The Council 
discussed the workload on current staff and felt that this was not a priority to be added 
to their duties. There was discussion that the testing could be part of a Code 
Enforcement position once one is hired.  

Cueny and Torgerson both discussed concerns about the village's involvement in the 
water system. 

Cueny made a motion, seconded by Kiel, to decline Isabella County's proposal. VOICE 
VOTE: MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Public Comments: 

• Jeff Grey of Pequena Drive stated that he feels the Village Council made the correct 
choice regarding the gypsy moths. 
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Council Comments:  
Kiel shared his hope that the state will extend the ability for virtual meetings into the spring 
of 2022. 

Closed Session: 
Laraway made a motion, seconded by Davis, to enter into a Closed Session at 8:39 PM as 
allowed by MCL 15.268 (a) to conduct the Village Manager's annual review. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Cueny made a motion, seconded by Davis, to exit the closed session at 9:16 PM. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Shannon made a motion, seconded by Davis, that based on the Village Manager’s review 
and contract language authorizing a performance payment based on the cumulative scores 
from the evaluation, a performance payment of $1,500 be made by the Village. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Davis, Kiel, Laraway, Peavey, Shannon, and Torgerson. NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Adjournment: 
With no further business to conduct, Torgerson adjourned the meeting at 9:17 PM. 
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